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A prevloue postal vacancy survey wag conducted ln November 1964 by
the eame post offices that conducted the more recent survey. At
that Elne, 3rO92 of the 83,638 unLts enumerated uere vecant,, ot 3.7
percent of the unlte eurveyed. The 2rO29 vecanE reeldences repre-
sented a vecancy raElo of 2.8 percent and the 11063 vecent, aparfments
indlcated e vacancy factor of 8.6 percent ln the apertment,s aurveyed.
A comparlaon of the survey resulte tndlcates not onty a decllne ln
vacancy rates fron 1964 Eo 1966, but also a decllne ln the number
of vacant resldencee and vacant apettments (see table below). Decllnlng
vacancles frorn 1964 to 1966 ln the Hl,fA re mott evldent, ln Des Motnes
where the nuurber of vacant reeldenceg and apertments dropped by 16 percent
frorn 1964 to 1966.

Postal Vacancy Suryev Reaults
Des l{oines, Iowa, H}lA

November 1964 and June 1966

ComponenEs L964 L966

Dellverles t,o reeLdences
Vacant resldences

Percent of resldences

Dellverles to apartments
VacanE aparEment8

Percent of apartments

Total deliverles
Total vacant

Percent of all dellverLes

7Lr24L
2,O29

2.97"

L2,397
1,063

9.67.

83,638
3,O92

3.77"

L3,225
885
6.77"

87, 960
2,6L4

3.0%

74,735
L,729

2.37"

Source: FIIA postel vacancy Burveys conducted by collaborating post-
maaters ln Ehe post offlces of Dee }lolnes, West Des llolnea,
Altoona, and Ankeny.

Current EsEtmate. Based on a comparlson of the 1964 and 1966 postal
vacency surveys (adjusEed for lncomplete coverage of the HIO and con-
verslon to census concept,a), tnf ormed local oplnlon and peraonal
observaEl-on of Ehe markeE, tt ls Judged that there are abouE 2,950
avallable vacant unlts ln the Hl{A, en over-all net availeble vacancy
ratlo of 3.2 percent. Of the Eotal available vacancies, about 11250
unite are for sale, repregentlng a homeowner vacancy rate of 1.9 per-
cenE and 11 700 units are available for rent,, lndlcatlng a rentel vacmcy
rate of 6.1 percent. Deductlon of about 150 wttts of ealea houalng and
200 rental unlte thet are judged to be eubetandard at the present, tLme
vould reduce net avallable vacancy rateg Eo 1.7 percent for eales unlts
and 5.4 percenE for rentaL units.
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Ae shown tn teble IV , both Ehe nunber of avalLabLe vecanctes and

the vacancy rates have decreaaed froo the 1960 tevelr. Thls decllne
te porttcularly evldeut ln the rental market vhere a large number of
cubetandard houelng unlta have been removed fron the houalng eupply
or upgraded eo thaE the qualtty of the avatlable rental houetng has

lnprovcd ln the atx-year Perlod.
Saleg l{arket

Geoera.l t{arket Condtt,lons and.UirEeEtng ExeeI19It99' Ae-evtdenced by

Percent Ln 1960 and 1'9 Percent
currengly, the sale6 markeE hae tlghtened gomewhat tn the 1960-1965
pertod, pifnarffy slnce 1963. Up untll that tine, the decllne ln resl-
dentlal conetructton act,lvlty paralleled a general slugglahneas ln the
market for exlsElng homea ln the early 1960rs. Sales of resldentlal
propertlea by the rnultlple llstlng exchange of the Des l{otnee Real
i:rrit" Board decllned elch year from 2,600 ln 1958 to 1,750 tn 1963'

A revbrgat of the downward trend wag evident ln the nexE tuo years, aB

nultlpl.e lletlng sales rose Eo 2,L75 tn 1965. In June of 1966, Ehe

exchange reported a 17 percent lncrease ln ealea over the same perlod
tn 1965.

The ratlo of aalee to tletlngs 1n each year exhlblEed a sLnllar down-

ward trend ln the early 1960rB e8 the number of avallable propertles
renalned eteady or lncreaaed whlLe gates decll'ned. In 1958, 42 percenE

of all lletlnge were gold wlthln Ehe year; by 1963, the sales ratlo had

dropped Eo 29 percent. In 1964 and 1965, the salee ratlo rose !o 34 and

35 plrcent, reepectlvely. A compartgon of the 1955 ratlo for varlous

"eo"rre 
tracEs ln the IIMA reveals a strong market ln the \^'estern, norEhwestern,

and perlphery of the clty where 40 to 50 percent of a1l nultiple lleElngs
were sold wlthln the yeer. The ealee market la evldenEly weaker in the
central and eaetern Port,lona of Ehe ctty where the salee ratlo generally
ranged from 17 Eo 34 Percent.

An analyels of llstlngs by salea prtce claae and unlt elze by the multiple
lletlng exchange ehowg Ehet, over half of nultlple ltetlnge ln l{arch 1966

were three-bedroou houees, prlnarlly tn the $15r000-$20'000 prlce cate-
gory. Hougea conEeinlng two bedrooms or lees accounted for 30 percent of
ihe- total and were prlnarlly prlced at leer than $15,000; larger unlts of
about four or more bedrooms accounted for 20 percent of the avallable
llatlnga and were priced prlmarily from $2o,ooo to $4o,ooo.
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Subdiuision Activity. The five incorporated areas that account for most
of the population and household growbh of the post-1!60 period also con-
tain the major areas of subdivision activity in the HI,IA. Constrrrction
in the lower price ranges of about $15r5OO-$ZZTOOO is concentrated in
the tomos of .Lltoona and Anker5r as well as in rural- portions of the mar-
ket where avail-able land al-lows for construction of lower-priced new
housing. Building activity in the $fAr5OO-$23r5OO range can be found
in scattered subdivlsi-ons east, west, and south of the city of Des Moines.
Hi-gher priced subdivi-sions, which constitute an incroasing portion of
demand for new housi-ng, are active in northwest Des Moines and in
urbandale. successful- marketing in thi-s area has been stimul-ated by
good highway faci-lities and school constrr:ction.

Local sources report that specul-ative tract buildlng comprises only a
smal-I portion of all residential- constmction in the market and is
confined to a sma1l m:rnber of buiJ-ders, each of whom maintains a nom-
inal unsold inventory.

Unsold of New Houses. In January 1964, 1965, and 1966, the
Des Moines FTIA Insuring 0ffice surveyed active subdivisions in the HI4A
in whlch five or more homes had been completed i-n the preceding twelve
months. Survey resul-ts, which are summarized in table iIII, indicate
increased subdj-vi-sion activj-ty from L963 Lo lr955 and a general upward
price trend. The survey of 1963 construction activity reported,64?
completi-ons, of which 222 wiLs (14 percent) were built speculatively.
Over three-fourths of the speculative construction was priced at less
than $20rooo. The survey the following year reported a smaller m:mber
of completions during l-.954 (494 units), but a larger proportion of
speculative building activity (26+ units oT 53 percent of totar con-
structi-on). The under-$zorooo price category accounted for lo percent
of speculative constnrction during the year. The survey of a)6J com-
pletions reveared an lncreased rate of subdivision activity tn 1965
when ll5 unj-ts r^lere completed. Pre-sold construction accounted for most
of the increase, as the proportion of speculative building decli-ned
slightly to 48 percent of the total-, or )lO unj-ts )a 1965. Only half
of the L)6J speculative building activity was concentrated in the price
range of $ZOrO00 or less.

.ds shor^rn in tabl-e VII, the unsol-d rati-o (number unsold in relation to
total speculative construction) has remained fairl-y 1ow, ranging from
26 percenL ::n1963 to L2 percent ::n1964. of the 52 unsord uniis in
January 1966 (a 1/ percent unsold ratio), 60 units had been on the
market for three months or less.
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Forec Losures and FHA ProDertv Acquisltlons. LocaL financlng lnstl-
tutlons report that, although the foreclosure rate I s exhlblElng an

upward trend ln the HMA, the number lnvolved has remained at a low
Ievel. ETIA property acqulsltions also have rtsen ln the HMA in recent
years, from less than 10 a year ln the 1959-1951 pertod to over 60 in
1965. The upward foreclosure and properEy acquisition trend ls a

reflecElon of Ehe sofEenlng of the market ln the early 1950's.

FHA-acqulred properEles available for sale ln the HMA totaled 69 tn
August 1954 and 72 ln April t966. The greatest portion of the acqui-
sttlons are in older areas of the clty of Des Moines and are primarlly
ln Ehe under-$lOrOOO price category.

OuElook. Atthough daEa compiled by Ehe mulEtple llstlng exchange of
th" D"t Molnes ReaI Estate Board cover only a portion of the sales
market, when analyzed ln conjunction wlEh other markeE lndicators (two

vacancy surveys, resldenElal construcEion trends, and FHA unso[d
inventory surveys), it is apParent thaE the sales market has lmproved
conslderably tn the past several years. LocaL sources, also providlng
vaLuable tnstghc lnEo markeE conditlons, lndlcate that Ehe weak sales
market ln 1950 was precipltaEed by the relocaElon ln the late 195Ors

and early 1960rs of the Solar Aircraft Company and several small
manufacEurtng plants. Ihe relocatlon of Solar coincided with a period
of high restdentlaI consEructlon activlty which tended to glut the sales
markei wlth new uniEs ln the early-195O period. In recent years, however,
the market for both new and exlstlng units has sErengthened somewhat with
lmproved economlc condltions and decllning raEes of construction. Local
sources reporE that the weak markeE currently is concenErated primarily
in exisEing unlt.s, with no particular price range being greatly affected.
A contlnued strengEhenlng of the sales market ls predicted for the nexE

several years.

Rental Market

General Market Conditlons. Because of the nature of employment ln the
Des Moines area, a large portlon of the rental market consists of Young,
low-lncome peopLe (espectally women) who generally prefer rental accom-

modatlons in older aparEment,s and furnished rooms convenienE to their place
of empLoyment. (In 196O, one-person renter households accounted for abouE

one-thlrd of all renter households and one-and two-Person renter house-
holds accounEed fot 52 Percent of the total.) Demand for small size
apartmenEs, primarity efflciency and one-bedroom uniEs, is therefore strong'
especlally where rents are low and no long-term lease ls requlred.
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New Rental HousinE. The market for new rentals ln large apartment
projects has e:cpanded considerably in the past several years. Since
t96ll about 11750 r:nlts have been authorized for rnrltifanily consttrrc-
tion, accounti-ng for over 6J percent of all rm:ltifamily authorlzations
si-nce 1950. In l)&, ni-nety percent of the 770 units authorized were
for apartrnents i-n the central ci.ty, while suburban garden apartment
projeits accounted for 45 percent of the 559 un:-ts authorized :n 1965.
As indicated by the 285 units authorized in the first five months of
L966, rm:ltifamily constmction will remain at a fairly high 1eve1 this
year. A survey of nnrltifamiJ-y construction by the Des Moines FTIA

Insrrring Office i-n November 1965 revealed 580 r:nits under constnrction
at that ti-rne in six large apartment projects. One- and two-bedroom
apartments comprised the greatest portion of the unitsr r^dth rents
generally rangjxg from $115 for efficiencies, $ff5-$f25 for one-bedroom
apartments, $fZ5-$14J for two-bedroom units, and $f65 for three-bedroom
unlts. Rents usually include al-I utii-ities except electri.city.

Newer suburban garden apartments generally are experiencing good occu-
pancyr.where location, transportation and other amenities are favorable.
Most of the suburban apartments are in garden-apartment projects usually
eontaini-ng about twenty r:nits each. T?rese projects appeal pri.marily to
young married couples and some single people who mdouble-upI i-:n their
lluing arrangements. The west side of Des Molnes remalns a prestige
residentlal areal quite a few high-rent garden and elevator apartments
have been constru.cted j-n this area. Thls aree generally appeals to
higher-income older single persons and maried couples who prefer con-
venlent downtown locations. A number of elevator and garden apartments
have been bullt along Grand Avenue, whi-ch has become a pri:ne m:J.tifamiJ-y
residential area.

Rental Housine Under Constnrctlon. About 450 mrltifamily units are
estimated to be in various stages of constructlon in the HI"IA. This
esti:nate is based on the recent postal vecancy survey of new constrrrc-
tion, discusslon vrlth loca1 lnformed persons, and on the numbsr of units
authorized for mfltifardl-y constructlon ln recent months.

Urban Renewal and Development

fh" Ri""r H111" proi"ct was the first urban renewal project
in Des Moi-nes. It was deslgnated as a total clearance area for renewal
and redevelopment. T'Jne 235-acre project is located Just north of the
central business dtstrlct on both sldes of the Des Molnes Rlver, gen-
era1ly bor:aded by Unlversity Avenue on the northr Grand Avenue to the
south, Stxbh Avenue on the rrestl and East Seventh Street on the east.
Land clearance lnvolved the demolition of nearly 800 dwelling units.
Redevelopnent has prooeeded rrlth pnbIlc, conrnercial, and residential
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constructlon. A 202-unlt gerden apartment project was bui-lt in
L965. Plans are belng mede for the constnrctlon of a cooperative
houslng project for tenants of moderate lncome.

A 265-acre General Nelghborhood Renewal hoject (CUnp) has been de-
lineated for rehabilitation and redevelopment over a ten-year period.
The GNRP ls located near the ltlver HiJ-Is area, northwest of the
central buslness distri-ct, and is bounded by University Avenue on
the north, Harding Road on the west, Woodland Avenue on the south
and Keosauqua Way on the east. Within the GNRP area, Oakridee I
(Iowe R-q\ cumently is beilg planned as a rehabilitatiolr and clear-
anee project. Upgradi-ng of e:dstlng stnrctures, rather than clearance,
rrjLl be emphasized where posslble. The area contains 2J4 substandard
uni-ts and ?25 standard units; about 200 families are expected to be
displaced by renewal acti-on.
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Demand for Housing

Quantitative Demand

The basic factors in the derivation of housing demand in the Des Moines
area are the projected Level of household growth (1,325 annually for
the forecast period) and the number of housing units expected t.o be
removed from the inventory, which is projected at 4OO units a year over
the JuIy 1, 1966-July 1, 1968 period. Consideration also must be given
to the volume of renlal units currently under construcEion so that the
proper supply-demand balance in both sales and rental markets is maintained
Other factors which influence demand are the continued slow Erend toward
homeournership in Ehe HMA and the transfer of some single-fami[y homes
from the sales category to the renEal invenEory. Giving due regard to
each of Ehese factors, annual demand for new housing in each of the next
two years is estimated at L,725 units, of which 1,325 uniEs represent
demand. for sales housing and 4OO units represent annual rental demand,
including 75 rental units which can be markeEed each year at the lower
renEs achievable with public benefiEs or assistance in financing or Iand
acquisition. The 4oOr:nit annual rental demand excludes public low-rent
housing and rent-suppLement accommodations.

The L,325 units of sales demand projected for each of the next two years
approximates the construction volume of 1965 when 1,350 single-family
units were authorized. The 1,35O authorizaEions in 1965 represented a
reversaL of a downward trend in single-family building activity since
196O; the 1960-1964 lower volume of construction has been Ehe principal
factor in Ehe strengthening of the weak sales market evidenced in the
early 1960's. Although some sluggish condiEions are evident in the
existing market, recent absorption of new homes is proceding at a
satisfactory rate. Continued tightening of the sales market can be
expected at the forecasted demand level wiEh the slightly higher rate
of household formation projected over Ehe next two years.

Ihe annual <iemand of 4OO rental units is below the recent level of
multifamily building activity of 1964 and 1955 when an average of 71O
units were authorized each year. Consideration must be given, however,
to the large number of multifamily units currently under construction
that will enter the rental market over the forecast period. The demand
disEribution also takes into account the large number of rental units
on the market (or about to enter the market) in the higher rent levels.
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Quelltettve Dcnsnd

Salee Bourtng. The annual. demand for 1r325 unlts of addltlonal sales
hourtng, baced on the dlstrlbutton of fanllles by annual afcer-Eax
lncoue thrt fenlllee ln the Dee Molnes area Eyplcally pay for sates
houetng, le expected to approxlmate the pattern presented ln the
followlng tab1e. This dlstrlbutlon dlffers from that presented ln
teble VII, whlch reflecta only eelected eubdlvision experlence durlng
the year3 1963, L964, and 1965. It must be noted that these data
do not tnclude new congtructlon ln subdlvlslone wlEh 1e8s than five
conpletlone durlng the yeer, nor do Ehey reflect tndlvtdual or con-
trect con8tructlon on ecatt,ered 1ot8. It ls llkely thaE the more
expenelve housing conatructlon and some of the lower-value homes
are concentrated ln the srnaller bulldlng operatlone whlch are qulte
nunerous. The foLlowlng denand esttmates reflecE all home buildlng
and tndicate a greater concentraElon ln some prlce ranges Ehan a
eubdlvlelon aurvey would reveal.

Est,tnated Annual Denand for Ncw Sales Houelns bv Salee Prlce Class
Des }lotnes. Lowa. BIA

July 1, 1966:Ju1y 1, 1968

Prlce range Nunber of unlEs
Percentage

dletrlbutlon

$12,000 -$14,999
15,000 - L7,499
17,500 - 19,999

20,000 - 24,999
15,000 - 29,999
30,000 and over

Total

L45
200
280

410
t45
l45

L,325

31
11
11

100

1t
I5
2L

Because of current constructlon and land costs, lt iB Judged that fev,
tf any, adtguate new aelel houaes can be bullt Eo sell for below $12,000.
A11 of the 1r325 cales unlta rherefore have been dlstributed at and above
thle mlnlnru. The above dlrtrlbutlon suggests e strong demand for new
houeLng prtccd rt $20,000 to 930,000, wtth over 40 percent of the pro-
Jected ealea derend tn thla prlce range. Best acceptance of htgher-priced
houstng cen be expectcd la thG eeat-norEhweet area of the city of Des
Molnes, and tn the Urbandale-Wtndsor Heights area.
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Rental Houeing. The monthty rent levets at whlch the 400 prlvately-
onned net addltlons to Ehe over-al1 rent,al houalng inventory mlght
beet be absorbed are lndicated by slze of unlt and monthly gross rent
ln the followlng table. Net addttlons Eo thls total nay be acconpllahed
elther by new construction or rehabllltatlon at the speclfled rentels
wit,h or wlthout publlc benef lts or asslst,ance through eubsidy, tax
abatement., or aid ln flnanclng or land acqulsltlon. Theproductlon of
units ln hlgher rent ranges than lndlcaCed below nay be jueElfied lf
a competltlve fllEering of exletlng eccommodaEions to lower ranges of
rent can be antlclpated ae a result.

Estisrated Annual Demand for Rental Unlts
By llonthlv Rent, and Unlt Slze

Slze of unlt
Monthly

sroas rent Efflclencv

20
20
15

15

15
10

t0
10

5

One
bedroom

200
190
180
170
160
r40
115
90
70
50
35
20
10

Two
bedrom

13;
L25
120
110
80
60
40
25
15
10

Three
bedroorn

el

$go
95

100
105
110
LZO
130
140
150
150
L70
180
200

and
tl
ll
tt
tl
tl
tl
tt
ll
It
tt
tt
tt

over
lt

ll

It

il

tt

It

lt

tt

tt

r
tl
ll

25

45
40
35
30
25
2Q

15
10

al Grogs rent lncludee all uE11ltles.

Note: The above flgures are cumulatlve and cannot be added vertlcally.
For example, the demand for two-bedroom unlts ln Ehe $140-$150
rental ranges is 40 units (80 rninus 40).

Des l,lolnes. Iowa. Hl,[A

Julv 1. 1966-Julv t. 1968
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The number of rental unlts ln the Des Moines area thaE can be marketed
at gross rents at and above the minlmum rent levels achievable under
current consErucElon and land costs ls judged to be 325 units a year
over the forecast perlod. ltrese mlnlmum gross rent levels wlth market
lnterest raEe financlng are $9O for efflciencies, $110 for one-bedroom
uniEs, $13O.rfpr two-bedroom apartments, and $15O for Ehree-bedroom
apartments. =/

An additional 75 units of renEal housing can be markeEed each year
at lower renEs achievable only with publlc benefits or assistance in
financlng or land purchase, excludlng public low-renE housing or rent-
supplement accommodatlons. the demand for efficlency uniEs at these
rent levels is negliglble

The precedlng distribuElon of average annuaL demand for new apartments
1s based on projected tenanE-family lncome, Ehe size disEribution of
EenanE households, and rent-paylng propensities found to be typical in
the area; conslderaEion also ls given to the recent absorption experience
of new renEal housing. Thus, it represent,s a paEtern for guldance in
t.he productlon of rental houslng predlcated on foreseeable quantiEative
and qualiEaElve considerations. Specific market demand opportunities
or replacemenE needs may permlt effective marketlng of a single project
differlng from Ehls demand distrlbution. Even Ehough a deviation from
thls dlstribution may experience markeE success, 1E should not be
regarded as establishing a change in Ehe proJected pattern of demand
for conEinulng guidance unless a thorough analysis of all factors
lnvolved clearly confirms the change. In any case, partlcular Projects
must be evaluated ln the tlght of acEual market performance in specific
rent. ranges and neighborhoods or submarkeEs.

The locatlon factor ls of espectal lmportance ln the provlsion of new
uniEs at the lower-renE levels. Families ln thls user group are not
as mobile as those ln other economic segmenEs; they are less able or
willing to break wlth establlshed social, church, and neighborhood
relatlonships, and proxlmiEy to place of work frequently is a goterning
consideratlon in the place of residence preferred by familles ln this
group. Thus, the uEillzaEton of lower-prlced land for new rental housing
tn outLying locat.lons to achleve lower rents may be self-defeating unless
Ehe exlstence of a demand potential is clearIy evldenE.

Calculated on the basj.s of a long-term mortgage (40 years) at 5t
percent lnterest and $ percent intttat annual curtaiJ-; changes in
these assumpttons lril1 affect minltlun rents accordingly.
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Table I

Work Force Components
Des Moines. Ior^ra, HMA

1958-1966

First five months

Work force
Unemployment

Percent of work force

Emp loymen t
Agr ic u1 ture
A11 other
Nonag. Wage & Salary

Manufac Euring
Food & kindred prod.
Printing & publishing
Machinery
Other

Nonma nu fac t ur ing
Trade t
ServiceE/
Government
Fin., ins., real est
Trans., comm., uti1.
Contract const.

Persons involved in labor-
management disputes

1 958

118.350
3, 650

3.1

114.550
3,200

13,300
98,050

Lt7 .450
3,000

13,400
10r,050

350

119,250
3,000

13,700
102, 550

22,300
4,400
4, 150
4, 600
9, 150

L3,250
101, 950

12,900
103, 650

120, 600
2,800

t2,900
104,900

t965

125. 600
2,500

2.O

12 3. 050
2,600

t2,650
to7,750

121.600
2,O50

12,900
106,800

84,550
27 ,300
17, 150
15,700
12,150
8,050
4, 300

tzr,200
2, 050

12,000
107, 150

23,550
3,400

13,850
102,000

21, 150
4,200
4, 300
3, 950
8,700

195 9 1960 196l

121.150 t22.600 t23.250
3, 350 3, 350 4,350

2.7

1962 L963 t964

r2t,750 r22.550 123.700
3,500 2,950 2,950

2.9 2.4 2.42.8 53

t965 t956

t24,450 t23,45O
2,750 2,250

2.2 1. 8

300
450
450

118,800 118,250 119.600
2,950 3,050 3,050

22,850 23,050
4,450 4,350
3, 950
4, 100

10, 350

75.200
24,750
13, 350
13, 100
10,800
8, 350
4, 900

80, 850
26,550
14, 900
14, 600
11,600
8, 600
4,550

80, 900
2 6, 800
15, 500
14, 650
11,650
8, 300
4,000

83, 150
27 ,200
1 6, 650
15,050
12,100

7 ,900
4, 300

22.400
3, 800
4,200
4 ,650
9,750

85. 350
27 ,800
17,000
15 ,450
12, 150

8, 000
4, 900

4. 100
5,900

10, 1s0

83, 600
27 ,450
r 6, 600
r5, 550
11,500
7,700
4,700

21.050 21.350 2r,750
4,200 4,000 4,050

22,r50
3, 950

78,000
25 ,600
13, 750
13,450
11,000

8, 650
5, 500

3

4
t0

80.250
26,550
14, 350
13,850
11,550

8, 800
5,200

82,250
26,650
16,200
15, 150
11,950
8,100
4,250

000
250
100

4,250
3,750
8,8s0

4,450
9, 150

00
50
50

9

5

2

4
4
9

4, 100 4.
4,
q

50 100

al Service category includes mining and miscellaneous nonmanufacturing employment

Note: ComponenEs may noE add to total because of rounding.

Source: Iowa Employment Security Conmrission.

150 100



Table II

Population Trends by Area
Des Moines Iowa HI'{A

L950-t966

Apri I
r950

Aprl 1

l-960
July
t966

2,45O
6,375

13,8OO
6,675

1 1, OOO

40, 3oo

Average annual change

Area

Des Moines

Selected incorporated areas:

A l toona
Ankeny
West Des Molnes
I{indsor Heights
Urbanda le

Total

Remainder of HMA

HMA total

L77,965 2O8,982 206,7C,C.

1950- 1960
llu*Uer nat.gl

3,1o2

L960-L956
N"rb.r Ratd

763
1,229
5, 615
1,414
L,777

10,798

1, 458
2,964

LL,949
4,7t5
5,82L

26,9O7

L.6 -370

160
550
300
310

1, O75
2, 85O

2

70
L74
633
330
404

1, 611

-682
4 

"O31

6.5
8.8
7.5

12.O
11. O

9.1
830

5012

4
5
3
6
2
5

8.
L2.
2.
5.

37,247 30,426 37,2OO
225,OtO 266,315 284,2OO

-2.O
t.7

10
6

3.2
1.1

a/ Percentage derived
compound basis.

through the use of a formula designed to calculate the rate of change on a

Note: 1956 population and 196O-1966 average annual changes are rounded.
Components may not add to total because of rounding.

Sources: 195O and 196O Census of Population, U.S. Bureau of Census, Special Census Division, and
estimates by Housing Market Analyst.



Table III

Number of Households Area
Des Moines Iowa HMA

1950- 19

Apri 1

1950
Apri I

1960
JuIy
t966

Average amrn:al change
Area

Des Moines

Selected incorporated areas:

A 1 toona
Ankeny
West Des Moines
I{indsor Heights
Urbanda I e

Total

Remainder of HMA

HMA total

56,296 68,226 7L,2OO

1950- 1960
Nurb". Rat"g/

1,193 1.9

t960-L966Nu*Grc"9/
47U^

4A
140
60
40

190
47o^

2to
1,15O

7

L47
382

1, 701
446
493

3, L69

401
837

3, 410
L,416
L,495
7,559

650
1, 7OO

3,8OO
1, 650
2,7OO

10,5OO

25
46

L7L
97

100
439

-2ro
L,422

10. o
7.9
6.9

11. O

11. O

8.7

7.8
LL.4
1.8
2.5
9.5
5.3

to,663 8,567 g, gOC

70,L28 94,352 g1,600
-2.2
1.8

2.3
1.3

a/ Percentage derived
compound basis.

through the use of a formula designed to calculate the rate of change on a

Note: 1966 number of households and 1960-1966 average annual changes are rounded
Components may not aCd to total because of rounding.

Source: 1950 and 1960 Census of Housing and estimates by Housing Market Analyst.



Table IV

Characteristics of the Housi ng Supply
Des Moineq- Iowa, HI,IA
April 1950-July 1966

Occupancy and tenure

Total housing supply

Occupied housing units
Orrner- occupied

Percent of total
Renter- occupied

Apri I
1950

72,O99

70,L28
46,783

66.77"
23,345

Apri I
1960

89. O84

84,352
59,66L

70.77"
24,691

4,732
3, 155
1,188

2.O7"
L,967

7.47"

Ju [y
L966

96.250

9 1. 600
65,55O

7L.67"
26,O5O

4,65tj^
2,950
L,25O

L.97"
1,7OO

6. L7"

1, 7OO

units rented or

Vacant housing units
Avai lable

For sa[e
Homeowner vacancy rate

For rent
Renter vacancy rate

otherg/ 1, 181 1,577

al Other vacant units include seasonal units, dilapidated units,
sold awaiting occupancy, and units held off the market.

Sources: 1950 and 196O Census of Housing.
1966 estimated by Housing Market Analyst.

r,g7L
790
346
.n

444
7.9%



Table V

Units Authorized for ConsEruction
Des Moines lowa TIMA

January 19 -June 1966

Des Moines
Selected incorporaEed

areasg/ Remainde*/ Hua rotatYear

L954
1955
1956
L957

1958
L959
1960
196t

L962
t963
L964
L965
L966 (first five mos.)

L,O22
1, 250

839
787

L,235
l,4LL

988
886

851
632

1, 191
866
4t9

310
429
273
289

54r
475
4tL
443

460
523
469
874
266

23
97

207
155

t96
204
227
283
134

1, 333
1,681
1,115
1,O78

,5O7
,359
,887
,o23
819

1

2
3
2

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

2

79
98
60
48

9
3
6
4

al The ciEy of l{est Des Moines and the towns of Altoona,
Heights.

Ankeny, Urbandale, and Windsor

bl AdditionaL permit-issuing places identified in 1958 and 1959; incomplete coverage in
the remainder of the HMA before 1960.

Sources: Des Moines Office of Building Inspector, U.S. Bureau of the Census, C-4O Construction
Reports, Des Moines Planning Commission and Polk County Zoning Office.



Table Vl

UniEs AuEhorized for Construction
By Structure Type and Locality

Des Moines Iowa HMA

1960-t966

Des Moines Selected incorporatgd eleasg/ Remainder of HMA

Single Multi Single Multi- Single Multi-
Year fami Iy fami ly fami ly faml Iy fami Iy fami Iy

1960 87t rt7 383 28 203 4

1961 735 151 389 54 155

L962 579 272 418 42 192 4

L963 54C^ 92 448 75 204

1964 499 692 402 67 22o. 7

t965 555 311 575 299 234 49

1966 ( lst 5 mos.) 18O 239 22O 46 l]2 32

al Clty of West Des Moines, towns of AlEoona, Ankeny, Urbandale, and Windsor Heights.

Sources: Office of the Building lnspector, Des Moines
U.S. Bureau of the Census, C-40 Construction Reports
Des Moines Planning Commission and Polk County Zoning Office.

HMA rotal
SingLe
f ami ly

1,45-l

L,279

1,189

l, lg2

L,]-2L

L,364

502

MuIti-
fami 1v

t49

205

318

t67

t66

659

3tl



Table VII

Unso ld InvenEorv of New Houses
Des Moines Iowa HMA

January 1964-January L966

QpeS,i le!1"" cons truc t ion

Under
$15,OOO

17,5OO

Under
$15,OOO

17, 5OO

$15,OOO
L-7,499
t9,999

Tota I
completions

r22
268
108

90
L7
T2

30
641

Sa les
pri ce

Pre -
sold

Unsold as of
survey date

Percent
unso 1dTota I

Houses completed in 1963

27
98
49

33
23
29

63
13

9
L6

27
4
3

t4

15
50
33
29
26

95
170

59

425

9

23
L4

20,OOO - 24,999
25,OOO - 29,999
3O,OOO - 34,999
35,OOO and over

Tota I

Under $15,OOO
$15,OOO - t7,499

17,5OO - L9,999

20,ooo - 24,999
25,OOO - 29,999
30,OOO - 34,999
35,OOO and over

ToEal

4
2

I
4

222 57

Houses completed in 1964

83
L54

93

65
46
34

67
13

1

4

18
108

59

54
t4

6

5
264

2

13
11
t2
l2

t2t
27'7

9
494

109
t28
t62

170
118

32
5l

4
5

7

230 31

36

L2

Houses completed in 1965

$ 15, OOO

L7 ,499
19,999

,999
,999
999
ver

63
81
69

6

8
13
T7
22

75
65
t7
36

95
53
15
27

11
2L

29
L7

46
41
93

310

10
11

1

6

20

2O,OOO - 24
25,OOO - 29
3O,OOO - 34
35,OOO and ,

Tota
o
I 406716 62

Source: Annual Unsold Inventory Surveys conducted by the Des Moines FHA
Insuring Office.



Table YIII

Des Hoines, Iosa. Area PostaI Vacancy SurveV

June I3-24. 1966

Residenc esTotal tesidences and apartments

Tot.
de

Vacilt
!;o. i

House

1 . 391 28 2.O

t,274 27 2. L

The Survey Area Total

Dea I{oioes

Maln offtce

ill q II..a \ck

2,6L4 3.0 2.295 3L9

2.459 3.t 2.L95 264

t23 4.8 123

Pogtal uca
Totel possiblc

deliveries

87.960

80,254

2,541

t I nder

558

405

Total possible
del n eries

74.135

61 .287

689

5 1O95

[] nder
conrl.

3rr

227

All % Used New

L.729 2.3 1.488 241

I.590 2.4 1.404 186

23 3.3 23

Total oossible
deliieries

Vacant unitc
4ll q 1,."d \'*

t nder

247

L79

blePossi

L3,225

L2.967

r,858

807

791

100

ll

6.1

6.1

5.4

9.9

885

869

rco

3I

78

18

2U IIBranch:
tlrba nd!le 136 2.5 69 61 105 2.L 58 41 66 3L4

2&
872
641
57r
447

258

33
90

135

22
64

6
68
I

E4

11
36
77

275 9 3.3

Strt iooB:
Derverd6le
Carrier AnDex
E.Et l4th Street
South De8 lroloe!
Unlverslty

Other cities lDd tryn!

Altooor
AtrLeoy
gest Des lblrc8

7,706 155 2.o

5,409

10,574
26,815
t4,007
t3,0r9

7 ,882

905
2,357
4,444

196
008
359
398
239

1.9
3.8

3.1
3.0

I68
592
240
366

95

t26
559
229
319

90

42
33
l1
41

6

28
4t6
119

32
143

10. 6
1.r
7.3
5.6
5.8

271
125
401

o.;
1.5
2.1

1.8

1.9

t44 52
929 79
348 1l
349 49
233 6

r00 55

24
31
78

r0, 3 I0
20,944
12,366
L2,448
5,435

17

52
L62

6
108

1

152

19
84
49

6
8
9
9

l.,
l.
2.

r8 lo 30
370 46 98
lI9
30240

r43

16 _: 68

1-8
6-48
9-12

;
5

t:

-t7.448 r39 E4 55 16 6.2 tL7

92
25

0.9

a.o

25
43
E7

2.8
1.8
2.O

a72
2,267
4. 309

2.8
1.6
1.8

24
l8
42

t;
36

25
24
51

;
16

3.0
5
6

dooiraicr; .d doGB it covcr boudclup r.ridcnccs o..pdmcot. tf,.t atc not iotcrdcd lor occ[Pdtrcy.

o.c p6.iblc dcliYcry-

Somcc: FllA poatal vacancy su.rey cotducled by collabratin6 poetmastcr(s).

I
6
9


